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PART ONE 
 

THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRACTICE OF BAPTISM: 
A BRIEF HISTORY 

 
 
 

SECTION 1 
THE EARLY CHURCH 

 
 
1. Following the death and resurrection of Jesus (about AD 33/4) the Gospel (an 

old English word that means “God’s Good News”) spread rapidly from 
Palestine throughout the then known world. Many persons were converted to 
Christianity from other religions such as Judaism, Paganism, etc. 

 
2. Most cultures and religions have what are called “rites of initiation” (or “rites 

of passage”). In Christianity, that rite is baptism (Afrikaans: doop. Note: the 
term “christen[ing]” is sometimes used, and whilst it is not wrong, baptism is 
more properly the correct one). As a symbol of the change that had come upon 
them, converts to Christianity were baptized. The mode (or form) of baptism 
varied from place to place, but included both sprinkling with water (itself in 
two modes: with a little, called “effusion”; and a lot, known as “profusion”), 
and full immersion (somewhat misleadingly referred to in some quarters of the 
Church as “believer’s baptism”) 

 
3. In the formative years of Christianity, only adult persons who could express 

faith (see below) were admitted to baptism. Historically speaking however, was 
this not to be expected?  When a new movement or religion is attempting to 
establish itself, it can hardly appeal to infants and/or children to promote its 
cause now can it?! 
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SECTION 2 
INFANTS AND CHILDREN 

 
1. Predictably therefore, it was not long before the first generation of (adult) 

Christians began asking questions about the status of their children in relation 
both to God and the Church. It was in response to such questions that the 
practice of baptizing children and infants developed 

 
2. The problem however, is that no one knows for sure just how or when this 

began. The earliest known literary reference to the baptism of infants/children 
is in the writings of a certain Tertullian (AD 160-220), a lawyer from 
Carthage in North Africa. It is clear from his remarks that he disapproved of 
the practice. What is not clear, are the reasons for his disapproval. Was he 
criticizing an established practice, or was he reacting to a new development in 
the Church? No one can say for sure which of the two it was: either way, the 
evidence is simply inconclusive 

 
3. To complicate matters, and on the surface of it, it is true that the New 

Testament makes no direct reference to such a practice 
 
3.1 In reply to this objection it must be pointed out that this would in any case have 

constituted a literary and historical anachronism had it done so. In other words, 
the practice would have been “read back” into the historical narrative 

 
3.2 On the other hand, it is nevertheless also true that “clues” to the practice are 

present in passages like Mark 10:13-16 = Matthew 19:13-15, both of which 
refer to “young children”, and Luke 18:15-17 which refers to “infants”, 
meaning breast-fed babies. However, this cannot be proven to be a reference to 
the baptism of infants in the time of the New Testament, any more than that the 
opposite can be proven! Again, the “evidence” is simply inconclusive 

 
4. The only thing that is clear beyond doubt is that the baptism of the 

children/infants of Christians was always understood to be the only valid 
exception to an otherwise invariable rule: the children of non-Christians 
were never baptized 
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5. From Tertullian’s time right down to our own, a long, complicated, 
controversial -and sometimes, even violent- debate has raged about this issue. 
Tragically, and all too often, the Church has been split in the process 

 
 

SECTION 3 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

 
1. In the early part of the Fourth Century, the famous Emperor of the so-called 

“Holy Roman Empire”, Constantine the Great (27/02/280 - 22/05/337) was 
converted to Christianity. At the Battle of Milvian Bridge in AD 313, 
Constantine reputedly had a vision of an ancient sacred Christian symbol, the 
“Chi/Rho” (  ), being the first two letters of the name of Christ in Greek 
(c-r-istoV - ch-r-istos). Very soon afterwards he declared Christianity to be 
the “official” religion of the Empire 

 
2. This had both good and bad effects 
 
2.1 Positively, it brought to an end the social evil of religious intolerance in 

general, and specifically the terrible persecution that the Christian Church had 
both suffered and practiced until then 

 
2.2 Negatively, it had the effect of progressively reversing the exception-policy 

referred to above, to the extent that the exception soon became the rule, and the 
rule the exception. The baptism of adult converts slowed down, and the 
baptism of children accelerated. On the one hand, in a “Christian state” ruled 
by a “Christian Emperor”, it became economically, politically and socially 
convenient and expedient to be a Christian. Since baptism was the rite of 
initiation into the Church, many persons who knew just about nothing about 
Jesus Christ or Christianity presented themselves and/or their children for 
baptism -and were uncritically admitted. Even worse, and in what remains an 
historical disgrace upon Christianity, many non-Christians (notably Muslims) 
were baptized under coercion. They were presented with the following 
“choice”: “conversion” or execution! Some choice, wasn’t it?! 
 

3. But to continue. So optimistic was the prevailing socio-economic and political 
“mood”, that a citizen of the Empire could almost “demand” baptism from the 
Church as a sort of “civil right”! Unfortunately, since Scripture can with the 
necessary interpretative violence be made to say virtually anything, the 
protagonists of this view of baptism claimed as justification for their position, 
New Testament precedent in the person of St Paul, who, as a citizen of the 
Roman Empire, had “appealed to Caesar” as his “civic right” (see Acts 25:6-
12). In the same way, they argued, baptism could not be withheld from any 
person requesting it, irrespective of their understanding (or lack of it!) 
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4. This lead to a second negative spin-off, namely that the Church itself ceased 

to take baptism seriously, thus compromising the high standards and 
expectations set forth in the Bible for Christian converts. In short, it betrayed 
its own identity as the community that belongs exclusively to Jesus Christ (see 
Jn 13:8-11, 1 Cor. 12:12-31, Eph. 4:1-16), and not to the political regime of the 
day. It allowed many unworthy persons -and itself- honestly to believe that 
they were really Christians! 

 
 

SECTION 4 
THE CURRENT POSITION 

 
 
1. Unfortunately, what we might call the “Constantine syndrome’ (that is, the 

“civil rights” mentality) survives to this very day. There are any number of 
persons who request (and even “demand”!) baptism for themselves and/or their 
child[ren] without having the faintest idea of what it is really all about. Even 
more regrettable, in some quarters of the Church, the errors of the fourth 
century are still perpetuated. To the extent that she continues to allow this, the 
Church still fails her Lord and Master Jesus Christ, and the honest, though 
possibly ignorant inquirer after genuine truth 

 
2. Happily however, there is a growing awareness in the Church that this state of 

affairs cannot be tolerated. Consequently, many ministers and lay persons are 
striving towards helping people understand fully what baptism is, before they 
submit to it, whether for themselves and/or for their child[ren]. To some no 
doubt, this is seemingly a huge fuss about nothing, simply a nuisance. In fact, it 
is just the opposite. It is an attempt to restore baptism to its sacred and 
rightful place in the life and worship of both the individual Christian and 
the Church. You are therefore being asked to undertake this process so that we 
all may be obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ in terms of the mandate of 
Matthew 28:18-20 
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PART TWO 
 

BIBLICAL PASSAGES ETC ALUDING OR  
RELATING TO BAPTISM 

 
 

SECTION 5 
OLD TESTAMENT 

 
Genesis cc. 13, 15, 17; Exodus 19:3-8a; Psalm 42:1-2; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezra 9:4-
6; Hosea 11:1 
 
 

SECTION 6 
NEW TESTAMENT 

 
Matthew 3:13, 19:13-15, 28:18-20; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 12:50, 18:15-17; John 3:3-
5, 13:2-17; Acts 2:17-18, 38-40, 8:36ff., 11:17, 16:31ff., 19:1-6; Romans 2:25, 3:1-4, 
5:1-10, (especially) 6:1ff., 8:15-16; 1 Corinthians 1:13, 7:14, 10:1ff., 12:13; 2 
Corinthians 1:22; Gal. 3:5, 16, 27-28, 4:21; Ephesians 1:13, 2:11, 4:20; Col. 2:11; 
Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:25; 1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 John 4:10; Revelation 7:2,3,5 
 
 

SECTION 7 
THEMES 

 
1. It should be noted that the above is not an exhaustive list. Note too that 

although several of the passages (particularly those from the Old Testament) do 
not specifically mention words like “baptize” and “baptism”, they contain 
themes that need to be taken into account in any comprehensive study of the 
doctrine. Some of these themes are: Covenant; Covenant-Community 
(Church); Grace (and specifically “prevenient grace”: the concept that God’s 
love is demonstrated to humans long before they respond to it; in which regard, 
see especially Rom. 5:8); Election; Predestination, & Promise. (For want of 
space, these cannot be fully examined here. For the reader who wishes to 
pursue the matter, see the bibliography) 
 

2. Finally, for the benefit of those who are technically minded, it is worthwhile 
drawing attention to the fact that in the New Testament, the verbs for baptism 
are without exception in the passive mood. The import of this is that no-one 
can baptize themselves (which would require the verbs to be in the active- or 
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middle-mode, which are nowhere so found). Rather, persons have to be 
baptized by someone else acting for the Church, which in the instance of its 
duly authorized and ordained Ministers, acts with and in the authority of Jesus 
Christ himself. Clearly therefore, baptism is not a trivial matter!  
 
 
 

PART THREE 
 

BAPTISM 
 
 
 

SECTION 8 
WHAT BAPTISM IS NOT! 

 
 
1. Firstly, baptism is not a brand of “magic” (albeit “Christian” magic) in which 

the words, spells, incantations and so on must be “done right” for the “magic” 
to work. Such a notion derives from an understanding that baptism works ex 
operate operatum, a Latin phrase meaning “it works (simply) because it is 
done”, somewhat like “the light works simply because the switch has been 
used”. Of course, this leaves God right out of the picture (on which, see further 
below). Such a notion reduces baptism to being little more than a “talisman” (a 
magical charm, e.g.: a rabbit’s foot, etc.) and reduces faith (again, see below) 
to being crude but mere superstition 
 

2. Secondly, of itself, baptism does not guarantee anything - which is simply a 
sophisticated refinement of the “magical” notion above, but it is nevertheless a 
widely held misconception, rooted deeply in popular culture (as opposed to 
theology proper) 
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2.1 To begin with, baptism does not guarantee that the person who is baptized is a 
Christian (or the child of one), any more than being in possession of a valid 
driver’s license guarantees that the holder is in fact a competent driver. In 
reality, we know that all too often the very opposite is true! Too many 
incompetent persons are in possession of licenses. The license does not “make” 
the driver, so to speak. On the contrary, a driver should only be issued with a 
license when they have proven themselves worthy of the privilege. By the 
same token, baptism does not “make” the Christian. It merely acknowledges a 
reality that already exists, and publicly endorses it 

 
2.2 Secondly, baptism does not guarantee that the person who is a Christian at the 

time of their baptism (N.B.: whether as an adult or a child/infant!), will 
automatically become or remain one, any more than being a competent driver 
at the time of receiving a license guarantees that the holder will remain so. 
Once again, we know that too many who begin “good” end “bad”. Having been 
licensed, a driver should cultivate (or nurture) their competence in an on-going 
manner so as not to forfeit the privilege. Similarly, the Christian should “grow 
in grace” so as not to forfeit the real benefits of God’s grace which they 
experienced at baptism. Baptism is something like a hors-d’oever before the 
main course: imagine a “starter” without a main meal or vice versa?! 

 
 

SECTION 9 
WHAT BAPTISM IS: A DEFINITION 

 
 
1. Knowing then what it is not, it is now possible to define what it is! 
 

“Baptism is the initiatory sign by which we are admitted to the fellowship 
of the Church”. (John Calvin: The Institutes of the Christian Religion; Bk. 
1V:15:1) 

 
2. This is a simple, yet authoritative definition. Note that baptism is a sign (or, to 

use more contemporary language, a symbol) which means it is not itself the 
reality. Though to some extent it “contains” the reality, more properly speaking 
the symbol points to some other truth/reality 
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PART FOUR 
 

WHAT “HAPPENS” IN BAPTISM? 
 
 
We now know what baptism is, and what it is not. The next question is: “What 
happens in baptism?” For if it is neither a kind of magic, nor a guarantee of 
anything, something significant or meaningful must nevertheless “happen” during 
and after baptism, failing which it can with every justification be abandoned as being 
a meaningless, senseless act. At best, it might be retained as a quaint but essentially 
empty tradition, a redundant relic from the past, done “...want die ou mense het so 
gesê...”. In fact, several very significant things do “happen” or take place! God does 
something (in fact, several things!), and people have some things to do too 
 
 
 

SECTION 10 
BAPTISM: “GOD AT WORK”! 

 
 
1. To begin with, God fulfils his promises made in the Bible (see Joel 2:28; Lk. 

11:13; Acts 2:38-39) and gives the Holy Spirit (i.e.: himself, in the form of the 
creative and re-creative Spirit of Love, Power and Energy) to the person being 
baptized. This is the most crucial and decisive “thing” that “happens”. 
Everything else depends on it 

 
2. In the Bible, water and wind routinely symbolize the Holy Spirit and his work 

(see Gen. 1:1; Jn 3:3, 5; Tit. 3:5). In addition, the giving and receiving of the 
Spirit is also associated with the act known as the laying on of hands (Acts 
8:17, 19; 19:5-6). Not surprisingly therefore, the two are associated with each 
other in several places (notably the last-mentioned passage in Acts). Ideally, 
the ceremony of baptism comprises two elements: the ceremonial (ritual) 
application of water, coupled with the laying on of hands. Of course, the two 
symbolize one and the same thing, namely; the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
person being baptized (or: “baptisand”). Several things follow 
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2.1 Firstly, God puts the person right with himself (technically known as 
justification) and forgives their sins (known comprehensively as salvation) 

 
2.1.1 In the case of an adult, as the Spirit of God enters them, they immediately 

know that their sins are forgiven (1 Jn 1:5-10). Simultaneously, the Holy 
Spirit imparts to them a sense of assurance that God has accepted them as his 
children (Rom. 8:15-16). The Lord accomplishes all this by cleansing the 
person from sin and its effects, i.e.: from feelings of guilt, shame, and bad 
conscience (Heb. 10:22) 

 
2.1.2 In the case of the infant or small child who is incapable of knowing or 

discerning these things at the time, the Holy Spirit progressively promotes 
these realities in relation to the child’s natural emotional, spiritual, and 
intellectual development, and the time comes when he “activates” them 
(ideally, during if not before Confirmation). Thus it is that the laying on of 
hands associated with baptism proper but withheld at the actual baptism of an 
infant is applied at Confirmation, thus “completing” the sacrament 

 
2.2 Secondly, the forgiveness of sin and the cleansing from its effects signify a 

new beginning and a new quality and style of life. This new beginning is 
variously known as the new or second birth, being born again (or, from 
“above”, i.e.: from God; Jn 3:3, 5, technically called regeneration). This is a 
life-long process of growth into full spiritual maturity in one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ (known as sanctification). In this regard, Christians must always ensure 
that they neither consciously nor inadvertently place themselves beyond or 
outside the Spirit’s sphere of work, thereby frustrating God’s plan, will and 
intention for their spiritual growth and maturity. Just as it is possible for a 
licensed driver to forget all the skills of driving by deliberate stupidity or 
neglect, in principle therefore forfeiting the right to drive, so the person who is 
baptized but neglects to participate in what are called the “Means of Grace” 
(worship, prayer, fellowship, service etc.) is in grave danger of “lapsing” (i.e.: 
“dying”, spiritually speaking) and therefore ceasing to be a Christian. Note that 
parents who ask for their child[ren] to be baptized have an added 
responsibility in this regard. Unless they are themselves “walking the talk” 
(setting the example) it is possible (in fact, exponentially even probable) that 
the child will never experience the full effects of baptism. In this respect, the 
Bible solemnly but sadly reminds us that many seeds do not achieve their 
potential as God intends (Mk 4:5; cf. Matt. 13:5; Lk. 8:6) 

 
3. Thirdly. In and through baptism, God initiates the person into the Church. 

N.B.: “Church” is here deliberately spelled with a capital “C” to distinguish it 
as the universal body of Jesus Christ, as distinct from a purely local branch or 
manifestation of that Body; i.e.: a denomination. Baptism is not initiation into a 
denomination! By applying the same rite or symbol to all persons (the mode is 
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irrelevant), God makes all Christians everywhere one with Jesus Christ and 
therefore with each other (Eph. 4:1-5, 15-16). That is the reason why Christians 
are instructed “...to love one another as I have loved you…” (Jn 13:34-35). 
Furthermore, because baptism is initiation into the Church, it is primarily 
(though not exclusively) in the Church that the Christian is called to serve the 
Lord (1 Cor. cc. 12, 14; Eph. 4:11-14). As important as they may be, other 
avenues of service should take second place 

 
4. Fourthly, and finally. Baptism is the symbolic way in which God identifies us 

with the death and resurrection of Christ (Rom. c. 6). For this reason, a 
Christian must “...take up his/her own cross…” (the symbol of death) and 
follow Jesus (Lk. 9:23-24). However, as compensation for taking upon 
themselves the suffering of Christ (2 Cor. 4:10; Phil. 1:29; cf. Gal. 6:17), the 
Lord grants to the Christian joy (Ps. 16:11; Isa. 12:3; Jn. 15:11), specifically 
the joy of knowing that they are a new person (2 Cor. 5:17). This “new being” 
is afraid neither of God, nor of death, nor of judgment and the like (Jn 14:27; 
16:20-24; 1 Cor. 15:12-28), for truly, “there is no condemnation for those in 
Christ Jesus…” (Rom. 8:1) 

 
5. Manifestly then, God is indeed at work in baptism! In it, God is both the Giver 

and the Gift of all the good things promised. Baptism does not confer these 
good things, but it is the visible symbol of God’s grace 
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SECTION 11 
THE HUMAN RESPONSE: FAITH 

 
1. In the above, we have seen what God does. But we also noted earlier that we 

(people) have something to do too. What is it? In a word: respond. In the case 
of an infant or child, the parents or sponsors (so-called “godparents”; 
Afrikaans: “peetouers”) “stand proxy” as it were, until that child is mature 
enough to make its own response. Broadly speaking, this response is called 
Faith 

 
2. In the Bible, faith is seldom an abstract idea or concept (as in the familiar but 

misleading phrase “the faith” = Christianity as a distinctive religion, system or 
set of beliefs or doctrines). Almost without exception, the word is a verb, 
denoting action:  “doing”, rather than merely “thinking” or “saying”. As such, 
faith and obedience are almost indistinguishable (see especially Jn 3:36, where 
“believing” is contrasted with “disobedience”, and not, as might have been 
expected, with “unbelief” or unfaithfulness”. See too 2 Cor. 2:9; Phil. 2:12). 
Now, biblical faith has several components. These include: 

 
2.1 A change of mind/attitude (technically called repentance), which in turn 

itself comprises three elements (all of which are of course, actions!) 
 
2.1.1 Firstly, repentance is an admission that you are powerless to save yourself 

and put yourself right with God (i.e.: powerless to remedy the destructive 
effects of being a sinner -someone who has rebelled against God, knowingly or 
unknowingly). This admission is known as confession, and takes place under 
the conviction and leading of the Holy Spirit. One cannot even repent by 
yourself: even this is something that God in his love leads and prompts us to 
do! 

 
2.1.2 In turn, this leads to an expression of regret, sorrow, and remorse (feeling 

“bad”), for having spurned the grace and the love of God for so long. This is 
known as penitence 

 
2.1.3 Hot on the heels of the above two actions, should follow an appeal to God for 

mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation with him. This is called petition 
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2.2 The second element of faith follows logically. If we are powerless to do 
anything for ourselves, (except sink further into sin and its deadly 
consequences as if in quicksand -see Rom. 6:23), what can we do? Are we 
doomed, with no way out?  The answer is: “Yes!  Doomed to die!” However, it 
is not God’s will for that to happen (Ezek. 18:32), so in his love, God has 
provided a solution: Jesus Christ. Two actions are required from us here: 

 
2.2.1 Acknowledge (publicly) that God is right: Jesus is the only answer (Rom. 

10:9); and  
 
2.2.2 Accept Jesus Christ -no strings attached- as your personal Saviour and Lord 

(1 Cor. 12:3 etc., which is called commitment or dedication 
 
3. Biblical faith is therefore a comprehensive act of trusting God to do for us 

in/through Jesus Christ what we cannot do for ourselves. Notice that this act 
has two distinct yet reciprocally necessary sub-actions 

 
3.1 God is the “active agent” in the sense that only he can/may initiate any “work 

of grace”, and  
 
3.2 humans are the “passive instrument”, in the sense that they can only receive 

what God offers, but cannot initiate it. In short, “God gives, humankind 
receives” 

 
4. To the above however, the following objection may be made: “Surely, only a 

rational, mature person (an “adult”) is capable of “faith” (faith defined as a 
self-conscious, personal response)? “What of the infant or small child that is 
neither emotionally nor intellectually developed enough to make such an 
important personal decision? May such a person properly be baptized? 
Furthermore, is such a baptism valid?” The answer to all these questions is an 
unequivocal “Yes!” -but with two provisos: 

 
4.1  Firstly, the parents (or others) who sponsor the child must be absolutely sure 

that they are themselves Christians -have themselves come into this dynamic 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ with all that implies- so that their 
own lives will be a genuinely Christian example. Put differently, 
parents/sponsors must take seriously the promises that they will make in the 
interests of the spiritual development of the child 
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4.2  Secondly, it must always be understood that the time must come when that 
child, having grown through adolescence into adulthood, must make their own 
act of faith, a personal response to Christ, and thus take proper responsibility 
for God’s gift of salvation. 

 
 

SECTION 12 
CONCLUSION 

 
 
1. To summarize: faith is the non-negotiable prerequisite for someone to be 

baptized. But it is equally important that the person baptized grows in their 
faith after baptism. The role of devotions in the home and Sunday School 
cannot be overstressed in this regard 

 
2. Finally, ponder the words of the great German reformer, Martin Luther (1483-

1546) who suffered from sever depression. During those dark and inevitable 
troughs of doubt and despair which strike in the life of every Christian, he 
found great joy and reassurance by chalk-writing these (Latin) words across his 
desk: “baptisatus sum” (“I have been baptised”). This reminded him that Jesus 
Christ had died for his sins, that he had accepted Jesus as his Lord and Saviour, 
and that his baptism was the concrete, historical reminder of that unseen, but 
ever-present reality, “the blues” of the moment notwithstanding 
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PART FIVE 
 

THREE STEPS TO BAPTISM 
 
 
1. We are regularly approached with inquiries concerning baptism. For your 

convenience and information we publish hereunder the principles and policies 
that apply 

 
2. In obedience to Scripture and consistent with the general theological position 

of the Methodist Church of SA, Trinity Methodist Church holds a high view of 
baptism and is committed to ensuring that it is respected as a sacrament. In 
addition the discipline of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa is clear. In 
the case of persons applying for the baptism of infants or children, at least one 
parent/guardian (ideally, both) must be a Member of the Church in good 
standing (L&D paragraph 1.12.3-4 refer) 

 
3. Persons who wish to baptise at Trinity but who hold their membership and 

have received baptismal instruction elsewhere must please obtain a letter from 
their local minister to that effect (L&D paragraph 1.12.3 refers) and ensure that 
they present it at registration as part of their application. The converse will also 
apply. Those who are hold their membership at Trinity but wish to baptise 
elsewhere will need to obtain a Letter of Recommendation from one of the 
Ministers at Trinity 

 
 
 

STEP ONE 
REGISTRATION 

 
1. The cycle begins with registration which takes place during the course of a 

full week 
 
2. Please consult the Weekly Notice Bulletin for details of the times 
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STEP TWO 
INTERVIEW WITH A MEMBER OF THE PASTORAL STAFF 

 
 
1. After registration and the necessary briefing, please make an appointment via 

the Church Office with any one of the members of the pastoral staff. Ordinarily 
this will take just under an hour 

 
2. The object of this exercise is purely pastoral (i.e.: supportive); it is not a “test” 

in any sense of the word. It affords us the opportunity of getting to know you 
better and of assisting you in your responsibilities of Christian parenting 

 
3. As all the necessary interviews must be concluded within roughly two weeks, 

please make every effort to make your appointment as soon as possible after 
registration. Failure to make and keep the appointment will invalidate your 
application 
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STEP THREE 
THE BAPTISM SERVICE 

 
 
1. For logistical reasons, baptism is ordinarily administered only at the 08:30 

Service on the 3rd Sunday of every month. We regret that for administrative 
and logistical reasons it is not possible to negotiate individual preferences 
and/or requests for dates/times other than the above. The only exception to this 
is trans-national requests which are considered on merit 

 
2. On the Sunday in question please be at the Church at half an hour before the 

commencement of the relevant Service, i.e.: 08:00 for 08:30 to meet with the 
officiating Minister in the Vestry (konsistorie) for final briefing and 
instructions. Please be punctual!  

 
3. If you have appointed godparents (peetouers), they must be in attendance with 

you. The Church is the Family of God, and baptism is the rite of entry into this 
family. In keeping with this understanding, we regard it as a “family event”. 
Accordingly, we gladly invite grandparents and/or other close members of the 
family to join the parents/sponsors for the baptism 

 
4. We are often asked who is responsible to bring the child/infant forward. The 

MCSA does not have an established protocol in this regard. Families are 
therefore welcome to make any arrangements with which they feel comfortable 
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“RUN THAT BY ME AGAIN, PLEASE?” (NOTES & QUESTIONS) 
 

Page Para Question/observation 
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